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foot by bathing it, marking it with sandal-wood and offering
incense, lights, rice, &c., just as if her husband were a god.
However strange this worship may seem to western eyes,
there is often something very beautiful and almost sacramental
in the whole relationship of an Indian wife to her husband.
No one who has been honoured with the close friendship of an
Indian lady can fail to realize that in a home where divorce
is unknown, where children are longed for and treated, not as
encumbrances, but as royal gifts from the gods, and where the
wife's whole thought is how to please her husband, some
exquisite, old-world graces bloom that are almost inevitably
lost in the bustling western world.
The dark side of the picture is doubtless also true: the
husband too often regards his wife as no relation, but merely
the mother of his children, and those children are often utterly
spoilt and undisciplined till the age of six or seven; and, of
course, in a sheltered spot tyranny can be utterly merciless,
especially if the young bride has been so unfortunate as to
offend her mother-in-law, who may then deliberately try to
make mischief between husband and wife. But as one com-
pares the beautiful unselfish faces of the true home-makers
with the bold eyes of some * emancipated ' Indian women who
have not substituted for the old discipline of the Jiome the
discipline of Christ, one is sorry that something so rare and
beautiful should be lost.
After worshipping her husband, the wife gets everything
ready for him to use in worship, cleansing the vessels she her-
self had used when worshipping the gods.
Then, if she is the senior lady of the house, she cooks,-pre-
paring for, breakfast the things her husband or her servant
have brought from the bazaar, for an old-fashioned^ Brahman
lady would not herself go to the bazaar to shop.1 If she, has
1 In Kathiawar,,for instance, the women would not, if they could pos-
sibly help- it,~go to buy cloth, as they might in some other places; but*
under no circumstances would they buy vegetables or grain, any more,
than in England old-fashioned Black-country women would buy the Sunday
joint. -